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the Central Powers.    The Turkish proclamations upon
the entrance of that country into the war wrere as follows:
manifesto of H. L M. the sultan
To my army, To my navy:
Following the declaration of war between the great
Powers, I called you to arms to defend—in case of
necessity—against the enemies seeking to take ad-
vantage of circumstances to protect our government
and our territories which have always been the object
of illegal attacks. While we were living in armed neu-
trality, the Russian fleet, which was equipped to lay
mines at the outlet of the Black Sea, unexpectedly
opened fire on our fleet which was manceuvering. This
attack was contrary to International Law and while
one should expect that Russia would make amends,
both the said State and her allies, the English and the
French, broke off their diplomatic relations with our
government in recalling their ambassadors. Immedi-
ately thereafter, Russian soldiers attacked our eastern
frontier; the allied English and French fleet fired on
the Dardanelles, and the English ships on Aqaba. As
a result of these treacherous acts of hostility, repeated
one after the other, we have been obliged to break the
peace that we always wanted, to take arms to defend
our legal interests in allying ourselves to Germany
and Austria-Hungary.
The Russian Government has caused many terri-
torial losses to the Imperial Government in the last
three centuries. On every occasion, it has sought to
destroy by war and a thousand kinds of devices, every
force which would increase our national power.
The Russian, French, and English, which by their
oppressive domination, bring forth groans from mil-
lions of Mohammedans attached to our Khalif ate have
never ceased to nourish evil intentions towards our
Khalif ate and they have been the cause and instigators
of all the disasters that have befallen us. This, then,
is the great war that we have undertaken to put an
end, with God's help, to the attacks directed against

